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the condition in episodes or seasonally, 

they often don't stay on the pricey long-

term medication. The Journal of Allergy 

and Clinical Immunology recently reported 

asthma was not controlled in 55 percent of 

Americans with moderate to severe forms 

of the disease. 

"It is a major challenge," says Munzer. "We 

talk about patients not being compliant, 

and we look for all sorts of reasons. Very 

often, the underlying reason is cost."

A Little Relief 

Patients struggling to afford prescription drugs can find details on programs that provide free or low-cost medication at two 

clearinghouses, the Partnership for Prescription Assistance (www.pparx.org or 888-4PPA-NOW) and RxHope (www.

rxhope.com). Programs offered by inhaler manufacturers include:

GlaxoSmithKline's Bridges to Access, www.bridgestoaccess.com or 866-728-4368.

Schering-Plough's SP-Cares, www.schering-plough.com/schering_plough/pc/sp_cares.jsp or 800-656-9485.

Sepracor Patient Assistance Program, www.sepracor.com/products/patientAssistance.html or 888-878-6266.

Teva Specialty Pharmaceuticals Patient Assistance Program, www.proairhfa.com/PatientAssistance.aspx or 866-482-

9633.
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